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Maeyashi ki San conducted extensical
response to Twain’s work, interpr
and was extremely resourceful in coming up with little known sources. In
readings of several key chapters and in his explanation of the key role play
the escapedslave Jim, Maeyashiki San has come up with an innovative
insightful reading of the novel, and suggests that despite characterizatig

‘ ’ ‘

Twai n as real i st and satirist,’

with writers associated continta, English and America
Romanticism—Rousseau, Wordsworth, Emerson, Thoreau, Whitman. In

sense, Maeyashi ki San argues it i
di sdain for the sort of ‘romanti ci
med evali sm and i deas of f eudal hon

adventure, and attitudes we now regard as central to the Romantic outlook.

This is a generally strong thesis which offers a provocative butavglied ang
well-documented case fo si tuating Twain’'s noy
tradition from that in which it h

real i sm, Ameri can humor, satir
Twain’ s |ife, and critits and hetpeHe adaders
appreciate those aspects of Huckleberry Fhuelebration of nature, the sense
serenity found in nature, the experience of freedom, the comradeship estal

between Huck and Jim once they are free of social constrautéch align it

with the ‘Romanti c’ i mpul se i n Amer
demonstrates Jim's central pl ace i
man, '’ and how Huck manages, in  Jion

security ad to overcome the social prejudices andetty of the society of his
time.




